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Examiner Nguyen, 

Thank you for agreeing to conduct the interview regarding this application. I would like 
to briefly discuss the pending 103(a) rejections. An outline is below; however, we 
remain open to any claim amendments that you believe may better present the recited 
embodiments, 

I. Pending 103 Rejections 

A. Exemplary independent claim 106 



1 . Requires a lens module 

"Enables taking pictures with optical imaging properties 
given by the lens module" 

2. Requires a separate "optical properties changing unit" 

Siidably integrated with a part of the housing 

Moving to cooperate with the lens module 1 

Must include at least one of the following: "a lens, an 

objective comprising lenses, at least one filter, a diffract! ve optic 

element, and combinations thereof.'" 



B. Tsukahara (6,295,088) combined with Yoshida (6,690,41 7) 

1. Zoom button 219 of Tsukahara' s camera 21 1 shown on FIG. 14 
(shown below) is asserted as being the claimed "optical properties 
changing unit," 
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2. Button 219 which adjusts "lens unit 213" does not teach, disclose 
or suggest any of these elements. Rather, as admitted by the Office 
Action, it's only a button to operate the single zooming lens. Combining 
this button with Yoshida's lens does not disclose 1 ) "'optical properties 
changing unit" which expressly must include: 

a lens, an objective comprising lenses, at least one filter, a 
diffraetive optical element, and combinations thereof that is 
separate from the recited "lens module" J 

C. Yoshida (6,690,4! 7) combined with Mogamiya (6,272,290) 

1 . Independent claim 157 recites, inter alia, an optical properties 
changing unit that is "rotatably" integrated with the housing. 4 

2. Yoshida does not teach, disclose or suggest this feature. 

3. Mogamiya is cited for disclosing "a zoom lever 38 [that is] rotated 
to carry out a zooming operation." 

4. Similar to the button of Tsukahara, the lever disclosed in 
Mogamiya only sets whether the telephoto function of the single 
"photographic optical system 22" is on or off. 
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